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CONCLUSION

The recommended Urban Structure provides a visual synthesis of the extensive research, analysis
and consultation process that has occurred since the fall of 2007 through the People Plan
Richmond Hill process. It synthesizes policy direction from the top-down with local input and
feedback from the bottom-up. The resulting recommended Urban Structure provides a unique
spatial framework that reflects what is distinct about Richmond Hill today, while providing the
structure for transforming the Town into a more mature, urban area by enhancing its existing

assets over time.

FINANCIAL/STAFFING/OTHER IMPLICATIONS

This staff report was produced in-house. There are no financial, staffing, or other implications.

RELATIONSHIP TO THE STRATEGIC PLAN

This staff report is consistent with the Strategic Plan — A Plan for People, A Plan for Change,
which was approved by Council April 27, 2009.

NEXT STEPS

It 1s recommended that the Urban Structure for the Town’s new OP be endorsed, that comments
be referred back to Staff, and that Staff be directed to use the Urban Structure as the basis for
preparing the draft Official Plan. The draft Official Plan is anticipated to be brought before

Council in early 2010.
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APPENDIX CONTENTS

“A” — Official Plan Guiding Principles (approved by Council March 23, 2009)

“B” — Official Plan Background Studies and Consultation Sessions that informed the
development of the recommended Urban Structure
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Map 1 — Recommended Urban Structure
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Appendix “A”
Official Plan Guiding Principles
(approved by Council March 23, 2009)

Complete Communities
= Create an integrated, vibrant and diverse community that provides a mix of land uses,

including a balance of housing, employment, community services, parks and open spaces.
= Direct growth to built-up urban areas with existing infrastructure and services in a

network of centres and corridors.

Environment
=  Protect and enhance natural environmental systems, functions and resources over the long

term.
= Incorporate and promote sustainable development practices and initiatives.

Economy
= Promote economic vitality and provide for a balanced and diverse range of employment

opportunities.
= Protect employment areas over the long term.

Place-making
= Recognize and enhance the inherent and unique aspects of Richmond Hill and create

focal points, gateways, experiences and landmarks.
= Strive for design excellence in the public and private realm.

Connectivity and Mobility
= Plan for transit and pedestrian oriented development.
*  Promote connectivity, mobility and accessibility within and between neighbourhoods,

employment areas, parks and open spaces.
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Appendix “B”
Official Plan Background Studies and Consultation Sessions that informed the
development of the recommended Urban Structure

Backeground Studies*

e Policy Context Background Paper (May 2008)

e Downtown Strategy Background Report (June 2008)

¢ Downtown Strategy Draft Recommendations Report (December 2008)
e Existing Urban Structure Study Background Paper (February 2009)

¢ Housing and Intensification Study Background Paper (April 2009)

¢ Environmental Policy Background Paper (April 2009)

¢ Hconomic Policy Background Paper (April 2009)

¢ Regional Centre Background Report (April 2009)

* plus information from existing and ongoing Town studies such as the Transportation Master
Plan/Update, Parks Background Study

Public Consultation Sessions**

s People Plan Richmond Hill consultation
(2007: Oct. 23, Nov. 1, Nov. 14, Nov. 29, Nov. 30, and Dec. 1
2008: April 17, April 18, April 29, May 1, May 13, May 15, May 16, May 20,
May 27, May 30, June 2, June 11)
e Downtown Strategy (May 6, 2008, June 10, 11, 12, 2008, October 2, 2008,
January/February 2009)
e OP Launch at Hillcrest Mall (November 22, 2008)
e OP Guiding Principles (Jan. 28, Jan. 29, and Feb. 3, 2009)
¢ Affordable Housing Discussion Forum (February 12, 2009)
¢ Economic Policy Roundtable (February 20, 2009)
e Intensification Workshops (March 11, March 12, 2009)
e Environmental Policy Roundtable (March 31, 2009)
¢ Urban Structure Public Consultation — housing/intensification & employment (April
29, 2009)
e Environmental Policy Open House (April 30, 2009)
e Regional Centre Public Consultation (April 1, 2009, May 5, 2009)
e Transportation Review Open House (May 20, 2009)
¢ OP Summit (May 27, May 28, 2009)

** plus internal workshops with OP Task Force, OP Steering Committee, Planning Division, and
integrated workshops with department staff and consultants working on the OP background

studies
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Disclaimer:

This information is provided as a public resource of general information by
the Town of Richmond Hill. The information is provided for convenience only,
and the Town of Richmond Hill disclaims any responsibility for content,

accuracy, currency, or completeness. This is not a Plan of Survey. )O
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